
Section 320 - Animals 
 
320.01. DOGS AND OTHER ANIMALS. 

A.  Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when 
used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in 
this subdivision, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning:  

Animal means all animals, whether wild or domestic, including but 
not limited to dogs and cats.  

Animal control authority means the city, acting through its 
employees or officials, the police department, or any person or 
organization appointed by city council for the purpose of enforcing 
this chapter. 

Animal control officer means all employees of the police and public 
works departments, or any other person or employee of an 
organization appointed by the city council for purposes of 
enforcing this chapter. 

Animal shelter means any premises designated by the city council 
for the purpose of impounding or caring for animals held under the 
authority of this chapter.  

At large means an animal off the owner's premises and not under 
the control of the owner, a member of the owner’s immediate family, 
or person in control of the animal either by leash, cord or chain, 
or similar physical restraint.  

Farm animals shall mean those animals commonly associated with a 
farm, ranch or stable or performing work in an agricultural 
setting.  These animals shall include but are not limited to 
chickens, ducks, geese, horses, cows, sheep, goats, pigs 
(including Vietnamese pot-bellied pigs), and llamas. 

Kennel means any place where four or more dogs over the age of six 
months are kept, owned, boarded, bred or offered for sale.  

Owner means a person who harbors, feeds, boards, possesses, keeps 
or has custody of an animal.  

Pet shop means any establishment, whether non-profit or for profit, 
engaged in the business of breeding, buying, selling or boarding 
animals of any species.  

Veterinary hospital means any establishment maintained and 
operated by a licensed veterinarian for the diagnosis and treatment 
of diseases and injuries of animals.  



 
B.   Animal licensing/Identification. Animals that are permitted 
in the city are not required to obtain a license, however all dogs 
over the age of six months shall have an identification tag affixed 
to a collar which indicates the owner name, address and a contact 
phone number. 
 
C. Licensing Pet Shops & Kennels. Pet shops and kennels shall 
require a license from the City. It is unlawful to operate a kennel 
in any residentially zoned district. Pet Shops and kennels are 
permitted in certain zoning district but require a conditional use 
permit.  

D. License validity; fees. Licenses shall be issued as follows:  
  

  1. All fees will be established from time to time by ordinance 
or resolution of the city council. Licenses may be issued at any 
time during a license period, provided that the fees set forth in 
this section shall be prorated on the basis of the number of months 
remaining in any such period.  However, the minimum fee shall be 
no less than the licensing fee for a six month period. For this 
purpose fifteen days or more shall be construed a full month. 
Application for license shall be filed on the appropriate forms 
provided by the city.   

  2. Kennel licenses. No kennel license may be issued or renewed 
unless the applicant has a valid conditional use permit for the 
facility. 

   3. The commencement and ending period of licenses shall be 
set out in the ordinance or resolution that establishes fees for 
such license. Licenses shall be valid for a period of two years. 

E. Unlawful acts.  

  1.  It is unlawful for any animal to defecate on public 
property or the private property of another, without the owner or 
person in control of the animal immediately removing the excrement 
and disposing of it in a sanitary manner. The owner or person in 
control of the animal must have a bag or other receptacle for the 
collection and proper disposal of the animal's excrement in their 
possession. 

  2.   It is unlawful for any animal to be in or upon any city 
park, street, sidewalk or trail property unless the owner or person 
in control of the animal restrains it by a leash or the animal is 
housed in a portable crate or kennel.  However, in Aspen Park 
animals are not required to be restrained by a leash or housed in 



a crate or kennel if the animal effectively responds to voice 
command.  

  3. It is unlawful for any animal to be at large. An owner or 
person in control of the animal is responsible under this chapter 
for any animal that is at large.  

  4.   It is unlawful to possess more than three dogs, three 
cats, or three of any other type of animal or in combination a 
maximum of four animals over the age of six months to be kept on 
any property in the city, except in a location where a licensed 
pet shop or kennel is allowed or other exceptions as specifically 
set forth in this chapter. 

  5.  It shall be unlawful for any animal to habitually or 
frequently bark or cry; to frequent school grounds; to chase 
vehicles; to molest or disturb any person if such person is not on 
the property of the owner or custodian of such animal; or to 
molest, defile or destroy any property, public or private. It shall 
be the obligation and responsibility of the owner or custodian of 
any animal in the city to prevent such animal from committing any 
act which constitutes a nuisance.  

  6.  It is unlawful for the owner or person in control of the 
animal to permit such unsanitary conditions on a premises that the 
maintenance or keeping of the animal creates a danger to the public 
health, safety, or welfare or odors are an annoyance to the public 
in the vicinity.  Failure on the part of the owner or custodian to 
prevent their animal from committing an act of nuisance shall be 
a violation of this section. 

  Exceptions. The provisions of 1 and 2 do not apply to a guide 
dog accompanying a blind person, a service dog accompanying a 
disabled person, or a dog engaged in police or rescue activity. 

F. Seizure of animals.  

  1. The Animal Control Officer may seize animals for reasons 
specified in this chapter. The Animal Control Officer shall 
immediately seize any potentially dangerous animal or dangerous 
animal if:  

   a. The animal is not validly registered, the owner does not 
secure proper liability coverage, or the animal is not 
sterilized within 14 days after the owner is provided notice 
of the animal’s designation; or 

   b. an animal is not otherwise maintained in a manner 
consistent with an order of the Animal Control Officer. 



  2. If an owner of a dog is convicted of a crime for which the 
dog was originally seized, the court may order that the dog be 
confiscated and destroyed in a proper and humane manner, and that 
the owner pay the costs incurred in confiscating, confining, and 
destroying the dog. 

G. Impoundment; notice to owner; disposition of unclaimed animals. 
Unrestrained animals may be taken by any officer and impounded in 
an animal shelter. Impounded animals shall be kept for not less 
than five days unless reclaimed by their owners. If the owner can 
be identified by registration, identification tag, or by other 
means, the Animal Control Officer shall immediately, upon 
impoundment, notify the owner by telephone, mail or personal 
contact of such impoundment. Animals not claimed by their owners 
within five days may be humanely disposed of by any person or 
agency delegated by the city council to exercise such authority. 
Any animal which is in the city that has been critically injured 
may be immediately and humanely euthanized by an Animal Control 
Officer or by a veterinarian.   

H. Reclamation; pound fees. Impounded animals may be reclaimed by 
their owners after payment is made to the city of a pound fee, in 
addition to boarding and other costs. All fees in the city will be 
established from time to time by ordinance or resolution of the 
city council, or such expenses as otherwise set by market rates 
where establishing fees are not practical. 

I. Alternative to impoundment; proceedings against owner. 
Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, if an animal is 
found at large and its owner can be identified and located, such 
animal need not be impounded but may, instead, be taken to the 
owner. In such case, however, proceedings may be taken against the 
owner for violation of this chapter.  

J. Female animals in heat. Every female animal in heat shall be 
confined in a building or other secure enclosure, in such a manner 
that the female animal cannot come into contact with another 
animal, except for planned breeding.  

K. Care of and cruelty to animals. No person shall fail to provide 
any animal with sufficient food and water, proper shelter and 
veterinary care when needed. No person shall beat, cruelly treat, 
torment or otherwise abuse any animal or cause or permit any 
dogfight, cockfight, bullfight or other combat between animals or 
between animals and humans. No person shall abandon an animal.  

L. Quarantine of biting animals. Any animal which bites a person 
shall be quarantined for such time as may be directed by the city. 
During quarantine the animal shall be securely confined. At the 



discretion of the police chief the quarantine may be on the 
premises of the owner. However, if the police chief requires other 
confinement, the owner shall surrender the animal for the 
quarantine period to an animal shelter or shall, at his own 
expense, place it in a veterinary hospital.  

M. Destruction of animals suspected of being rabid. No person shall 
kill any animal suspected of being rabid except after the animal 
has been placed in quarantine and the diagnosis of rabies made by 
a licensed veterinarian. If a veterinarian diagnoses rabies in an 
animal in quarantine, then the animal shall be humanely euthanized.  

N. Enforcement of section. The city council may from time to time 
appoint such persons as may be necessary to assist in the 
enforcement of this section. Such persons shall have limited police 
powers only necessary for enforcement of this section, and no 
person shall interfere or obstruct in the exercise of such powers. 
[Such person may be appointed as a Reserve Officer to the police 
department for the purpose of carrying out the duties set forth in 
this section.] 
 
O. Interference with Animal Control Officer or police officer.  
No person shall interfere with, hinder or molest any Animal 
Control Officer or police officer in the performance of any duty, 
or seek to release any animal in the custody of the Animal 
Control Officer or police officer except as provided in this 
chapter. 

320.02. - WILD OR DANGEROUS ANIMALS. 

A.  Prohibited species. No person shall harbor, maintain or 
control any wild, dangerous, or non-domesticated animal within the 
city.  Such Animals shall include, but are not limited to, the 
following animals:  

  1.   Any animal which possession is prohibited by state or 
federal law.   

  2.  Any non-domesticated animal or species, including but 
not limited to the following animals: 

a.  Any non-human member of the family Primate (i.e., 
monkey). 
b.  Any cat of the family Felidae (i.e., tiger, 
bobcat), except domesticated cats known as Felis catus. 
c.  Any canine of the family Canidae (i.e., wolf, 

coyote), except domesticated dogs known as Canis lupus 
familaris. 

d.  Any canine resulting from crossbreeding with a 



coyote or wolf. 
e.  Any snake of the family Viperidae (i.e., 

rattlesnake, cobra), or any snake of the family Boidae 
(i.e., boa constrictor, python).  

f.  Any carnivorous reptile (i.e, alligator, crocodile, 
gila monster). 
g.  Any poisonous or stinging insect (i.e., scorpion). 
h.  Any skunk, whether captured in the wild, 

domestically raised, descented or not descented, 
vaccinated against rabies or not vaccinated against 
rabies. 

i.  Any raccoon, opossum, porcupine or badger. 
j.  Any bear.  

 
3. Other animals. Any other animal which by its size, 
vicious nature or other characteristics which are inherently 
dangerous to human beings; any other animal which is commonly 
considered wild and not domesticated; or that because of its 
odors, cries or similar characteristics is not compatible 
with urban living. 
 
4. Any animal, including dogs known as Canis lupus 
familaris, that meets the definition of a dangerous animal 
contained in this chapter and is not otherwise permitted by 
this chapter. 

 
B. Licensing Honey Bees.  Notwithstanding other provisions of 
this chapter, a person may keep honey bee colonies on any 
premises after first obtaining a license as provided in this 
subsection. No license shall be issued except in compliance with 
this section. 
   
 1.   Lot size shall be a minimum of one-half acre, 
 2.   No more than two honey bee colonies shall be allowed, 
 3.   Hives shall be setback from property lines a minimum 

of 25 feet, 
 4.   Applicant must document at least 16 hours of training 

in beekeeping, and 
 5.   The colony shall be maintained in good order and not 

be a nuisance to any member of the public. 

C.  Compliance with section. Anyone keeping or maintaining any 
animal prohibited by this chapter as of January 1, 2012, has 30 
days in which to comply with the provisions of this section. 
Extensions beyond 30 days may be granted by the city council in 
its sole discretion for animals that have been previously permitted 
by the city.  



 
320.03 FARM ANIMALS 
 
A.  Farm animals shall only be kept in an agricultural district 
of the city or on a residential lot of at least ten acres in 
size, and provided that no animal shelter shall be within 300 
feet of an adjoining piece of property.  Animal feedlots as 
defined in MN Rule 7020.03 are prohibited. 
 
B.  Backyard Chickens. Notwithstanding other provisions of this 
chapter, a person may keep up to four (4) female chickens on a 
parcel that they own that is less than ten acres in size, 
provided that the owner has a lot with a minimum of 10,000 
square feet, and obtains a backyard chicken permit from the 
City. No permit shall be issued except in compliance with this 
section. 
 

1. Definitions 
  a. Chicken means a farm bird that serves as a source 
of eggs or meat. 
  b. Coop means the structure for the keeping or housing 
of chickens permitted by the ordinance. 
  c. Hen means a female chicken. 
  d. Rooster means a male chicken. 
  e. Run means a fully-enclosed and covered area 
attached to a coop where the chickens can roam unsupervised. 
2. Any person desiring to obtain a backyard chicken 

permit under this subdivision must make a written 
application to the City Clerk on a form provided by the 
City and pay an application fee.  Fees to be charged for 
the permit to keep chickens shall be set by City Council on 
the fee schedule. The application must include a scaled 
diagram or site plan that shows the location of the chicken 
coop including the distance of the coop from adjoining 
structures and property lines and the coop's dimensions. If 
the applicant’s lot is less than 15,000 square feet, the 
applicant must secure permission from at least 70 percent 
of the owners of property within 150 feet of the applicants 
parcel.  

3. All initial permits will expire on December 31st of the 
following year after their issuance unless sooner revoked. 
Renewal permits shall expire on December 31St of the second 
year following their issuance unless sooner revoked. 

4. The City may revoke a permit for failure to comply with 
provisions of this section or any of the permit's 
conditions.  

5. The city may inspect the premises for which a permit has 



been granted in order to ensure compliance with this 
subdivision. If the city is not able to obtain the 
occupant's consent to enter the property, it may seek an 
administrative search warrant or revoke the permit. 

6. All chickens must be kept in an enclosed coop or enclosed 
run. The chicken's living area must be maintained in a 
clean and sanitary condition, devoid of all rodents 
and vermin and free from objectionable odors. Waste must 
be disposed of on a weekly basis. Grains and feed must be 
stored in rodent and raccoon-proof containers inside of a 
structure. The enclosed coop must be built to protect the 
chickens from extreme heat or cold. The enclosed coop must 
be maintained in good condition and be sufficient in 
strength and size to allow the chickens to move about, 
but also able to prevent escape. The enclosed coop must 
have a minimum size of four square feet per animal and 
must not exceed forty (40) square feet in total, with a 
maximum height of twelve (12) feet. The enclosed coop must 
be located in the rear yard and set back at least 25-feet 
from any residential dwelling and at least 15-feet from all 
property lines and may not be located in a utility or 
drainage easement. 

7. Enclosed runs shall be attached to the coop. Fencing shall 
be adequate to keep chickens in and predators out.  It shall 
be a maximum of 40 square feet and set back at least 25 feet 
from all residential structures and 15 feet from the property 
line. 

8. Chickens must not be raised or kept for the purpose of 
fighting. No permit will be granted by the city to keep 
any chickens within a dwelling or garage, nor on a 
property which contains two or more dwelling units. No 
outdoor butchering of chickens is allowed. No roosters 
are allowed. 

9. No person shall allow any chicken under his or her ownership 
or control to violate Chapter 7, Nuisances. 

10. Persons that intend to no longer keep chickens on their 
premises shall notify the City. The coop must be removed 
upon expiration of the permit. 

11. Dead chickens must be disposed of according to the 
Minnesota Board of Animal Health rules which require chicken 
carcasses to be disposed of as soon as possible after death, 
usually within forty-eight (48) to seventy-two (72) hours. 
Legal forms of chicken carcass disposal include offsite 
burial, offsite incineration or rendering, or offsite 
composting. 

 



320.04  DISEASED ANIMALS-DISEASE CONTROL. 
 
A. Keeping of diseased animal. No person shall possess an animal 
which is diseased such that it is a danger to the health and safety 
of other persons. Possession of a diseased animal includes but is 
not limited to personal possession or possession on one’s premises. 
Only a licensed veterinarian may harbor a diseased animal for 
either medical or treatment purposes. 
 
B. Confinement.  Any animal reasonably suspected of being diseased 
and presenting a threat to the health and safety of the public may 
be apprehended and confined as directed by an Animal Control 
Officer.  The officer shall have a qualified veterinarian examine 
the animal.  If the animal is found to be diseased in a manner so 
as to be a danger to the health and safety of the city, the officer 
shall cause the animal to be euthanized and shall properly dispose 
of the remains.  Reasonable efforts will be made to notify the 
owner or keeper of the animal prior to the euthanasia.  The owner 
will be liable to pay the cost of maintaining and disposing of the 
animal, plus the costs of any veterinarian examinations. 

C. Release.  If the animal, upon examination, is not found to be 
diseased within the meaning of this section, the animal shall be 
released to the owner upon payment of the costs associated with 
the examination. 

D. Vaccination of animals.  No person shall keep any animal over 
six months of age within the city limits without having obtained 
a certificate from a qualified veterinarian showing the animal has 
a current rabies vaccination. The owner may affix a permanent tag 
to the collar of a dog or cat, which tag shall show the expiration 
date of the rabies vaccination. The owner may choose not to put a 
rabies tag on a dog or cat but must be able to prove the animal 
has a current rabies vaccination by presenting a rabies 
certificate.   
 
320.05-320.09 RESERVED 
 
 
SECTION: 320.10 Dangerous and Potentially Dangerous Animals. 
 
A. Definitions.  
 

1.  Dangerous Animal. An animal which has: 
 
  a. Without provocation by a victim, inflicted substantial 
bodily harm on a human being on public or private property; 



 
  b. Killed a domestic animal without provocation while off the 
owner’s property; or 
 
  c. Been found to be potentially dangerous, and after the owner 
has notice that the animal is potentially dangerous, the animal 
aggressively bites, attacks or endangers the safety of humans or 
domestic animals. 
 
 2.  Potentially Dangerous Animal. An animal which has: 
 
  a. When unprovoked by a victim, bites human or domestic animal 
while on public or private property. 
 
  b. When unprovoked, chases or approaches a person, including 
a person on a bicycle, upon the streets, sidewalks or any public 
or private property, other than the animal owner’s property, in an 
apparent attitude of attack; or 
 
  c. Has the known propensity, tendency or disposition to attack 
while unprovoked, causing injury or otherwise threatening the 
safety of humans or domestic animals. 

 
3. Proper Enclosure. Securely confined indoors or in a securely 

locked pen or structure suitable to prevent the animal from 
escaping and to provide protection for the animal from the 
elements. A proper enclosure does not include a porch, patio 
or any part of a house, garage or other structure that would 
allow the animal to exit of its own volition or any house or 
structure in which windows are open or in which door or window 
screens are the only barriers which prevent the animal from 
exiting. The enclosure shall not allow the egress of the 
animal in any manner without human assistance. 

 
4. Provocation. “Provocation” or “provoked” means an act that an 

adult could reasonably expect may cause an animal to attack 
or bite. No act by a child that causes an animal attack or 
bite is provocation under this ordinance. 

 
B. Designation as Potentially Dangerous Animal. 
The Animal Control Officer shall designate any animal as a 
potentially dangerous animal upon receiving evidence that the 
animal has committed an act meeting the definition of a 
“potentially dangerous animal.”  
 



1. When an animal is declared potentially dangerous, the Animal 
Control Officer shall order the immediate imposition of the 
following conditions:  

 
a. The owner of an animal designated as potentially 

dangerous must have a microchip implanted in the animal 
for identification, and the name of the microchip 
manufacturer and identification number of the microchip 
must be provided to the Animal Control Officer. If the 
microchip is not implanted by the owner, it may be 
implanted by the Animal Control Officer.  In either case, 
all costs related to purchase and implantation of the 
microchip must be borne by the animal’s owner.  
  

b. The owner must provide and maintain a proper enclosure 
for the potentially dangerous animal. 

 
c. If the animal is a dog and is outside the proper 

enclosure the dog must be muzzled or controlled by a 
head halter and restrained by a substantial chain or 
leash (not to exceed six feet in length), and under the 
physical restraint of a person 16 years of age or older. 
The muzzle must be of a design as to prevent the dog 
from biting any person or animal, but will not cause 
injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or 
respiration. If a head halter is chosen as an 
alternative, the owner must prior to its use provide 
evidence to the City that a veterinarian or a certified 
dog trainer have fitted the head halter and trained the 
owner on its use. 

 
d. In addition, the owner of an animal declared potentially 

dangerous shall annually register the animal with the 
City and be issued a Certificate of Registration stating 
that the animal is potentially dangerous. The owner 
shall pay the City the current registration fee as 
established by ordinance or resolution. 

 
e. The City may order any additional conditions which it 

finds just and appropriate to protect public safety and 
welfare from the dangerous nature of the animal. 

 
C. Designation as Dangerous Animal. The Animal Control Officer 
shall designate any animal as a dangerous animal upon receiving 
evidence that the animal has, committed an act meeting the 
definition of a “dangerous animal.”  

 



1. Authority to Order Destruction. The Animal Control Officer, 
upon determining that an animal is dangerous hereunder, is 
authorized to order the destruction of animal. An order for 
destruction can only occur if one or more of the following 
acts occurred: 

 
a. The animal is dangerous as demonstrated by vicious 

attack, an unprovoked attack, an attack without warning, 
attack with multiple bites, or multiple attacks, or 
where more than one animal participated in the attack; 
or 

 
b. The owner of the animal has demonstrated an inability or 

unwillingness to control the animal in order to prevent 
injury to persons or other animals. 

 
2. Dangerous Animal Registration Requirements. If the Animal 

Control Officer does not order the destruction of an animal 
that has been declared dangerous, an order for the following 
conditions shall be immediately imposed: 

 
a. That the owner provides and maintains a proper enclosure 

for the dangerous animal; 
 
b. Post the front and the rear of the premises with clearly 

visible warning signs, including a warning symbol to 
inform children that there is a dangerous animal on the 
property; 

 
c. Provide and show proof annually of public liability 

insurance in the minimum amount of $300,000.00; 
 
d. If the animal is a dog and is outside the proper 

enclosure, the dog must be muzzled, restrained by a 
substantial chain or leash (not to exceed six feet in 
length), and under the physical restraint of a person 16 
years of age or older. The muzzle must be of a design as 
to prevent the dog from biting any person or animal, but 
will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its 
vision or respiration; 

 
e. The animal must have an easily identifiable, 

standardized tag, identifying the animal as dangerous, 
affixed to its collar at all times; 

 
f. The owner of an animal designated as dangerous must have 

a microchip implanted in the animal for identification, 



and the name of the microchip manufacturer and 
identification number of the microchip must be provided 
to the Animal Control Officer.  If the microchip is not 
implanted by the owner, it may be implanted by the Animal 
Control Officer. In either case, all costs related to 
purchase and implantation of the microchip must be borne 
by the animal’s owner; 

 
g. An owner of a dangerous animal must renew the 

registration of the animal annually until the animal is 
deceased. If the animal is removed from the 
jurisdiction, it must be registered as a dangerous 
animal in its new jurisdiction; 

 
h. An owner of a dangerous animal shall sterilize the animal 

at the owner's expense. If the owner does not have the 
animal sterilized within 30 days, the animal control 
authority shall seize the animal and have it sterilized 
at the owner's expense; and 

 
i. The City may order any additional conditions which it 

finds just and appropriate to protect public safety and 
welfare from the dangerous nature of the animal. 

 
D.  Procedure For Animal Designation. The Animal Control Officer, 
after having made findings, designations, or issued orders under 
this ordinance shall proceed as follows. 
 

1.  The Animal Control Officer shall cause one owner of the 
animal to be notified in writing or in person of any 
findings, designations or orders relating to the animal. 
This notice shall contain a statement of reasons describing 
the facts used to make a designation or order by the Animal 
Control Officer. The notice shall also describe the owner’s 
right of appeal to the City. Written notice shall be sent 
by certified mail to the last known address of the owner as 
determined by animal license records or the location of an 
attack. If no owner can be ascertained, the animal shall be 
destroyed. 

 
2. An owner shall be given fourteen (14) days to appeal a 

designation or order by requesting a hearing before the City 
Council. If no appeal is filed within the requisite time 
period, the designation or order issued against the animal 
will stand and shall remain in effect for the life of the 
animal. 

 



3. If an owner timely files an appeal from a designation or 
order of the Animal Control Officer, the hearing shall be 
held before the City Council which shall set a date for the 
hearing not more than three weeks after demand for the 
hearing. The City Council may delegate this hearing to be 
heard before a designated hearing officer. The records of 
the Animal Control Officer or any government agency shall 
be admissible for consideration during the hearing without 
further foundation. A copy of these records shall be made 
available to the owner at least one week before the hearing.  
The City shall notify any victim of an attack by the animal 
of the hearing date and time. 

 
4. During the hearing, a finding by the Animal Control Officer 

shall be presumed correct but is subject to review. After 
considering the evidence and statements of the parties, the 
City Council or hearing officer shall make findings of fact 
on issues properly before it on appeal, and may sustain, 
modify or rescind a designation or order made by the Animal 
Control Officer. 

  
5. Where appropriate to effectuate an order of the Animal 

Control Officer appealed to the City, the City Council or 
hearing officer may order the Animal Control Officer to 
immediately take the animal into custody pending the outcome 
of the appeal. After appeal, if the animal is ordered into 
custody for destruction, the owner shall immediately make 
the animal available to the Animal Control Officer, and at 
the owners request and expense, destruction shall be stayed 
for fourteen days. 

 
6. No person shall harbor an animal after it has been found to 

be dangerous and ordered into custody for destruction. 
 
7. The animal owner shall bear all of the costs of these 

proceedings, board and care for an animal taken into 
custody, and other related expenses incurred by the City. 

 
E. Exemptions to Animal Designation. Animals may not be declared 
potentially dangerous or dangerous if the threat, injury, or damage 
was sustained by a person: 
 

1. Who was committing, at the time, a willful trespass or other 
tort upon the premises occupied by the owner of the animal; 

 



2. Who was provoking, tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the 
animal or who can be shown to have repeatedly, in the past, 
provoked, tormented, abused, or assaulted the animal; or 

 
3. Who was committing or attempting to commit a crime. 

 
F. Rental Property - Disclosure Required. A person who owns a 
potentially dangerous animal or a dangerous animal, and will reside 
in rental property must disclose whether such an animal will be 
kept on the premises for any period of time. The animal owner must 
notify the rental property owner that a designated animal will be 
kept on the premises and shall also disclose all conditions imposed 
by the City related to that designation. This disclosure must occur 
immediately upon an animal designation imposed by the City, or 
before the animal owner enters into a lease or begins residing at 
such a premises. Proof of this disclosure must occur before the 
owner’s animal registration with the City will be granted or 
renewed. 
 
G.  Stopping an Attack. If any police officer or Animal Control 
Officer is witness to an attack by an animal upon a person or 
another animal, the officer may take whatever means the officer 
deems appropriate to bring the attack to an end and prevent further 
injury to a victim. 
 
H.  Notification of New Address. The owner of an animal which has 
been identified as dangerous or potentially dangerous shall notify 
the Animal Control Officer in writing if the animal dies or is to 
be relocated from its current address or given or sold to another 
person. The notification shall be given in writing within 30 days 
of the death or at least 14 days prior to the relocation or transfer 
of ownership. The notification shall include the current owner’s 
name and address, the relocation address and the name of the new 
owner, if any. 
  
I.  Animals Transported Into The City. No person shall bring into 
the City an animal which has previously been declared by another 
jurisdiction to be dangerous. No person shall bring into the City 
an animal which has previously been declared by another 
jurisdiction to be potentially dangerous, without first securing 
a permit from the City to register the animal. The City may seize 
and destroy, at the owner’s expense, any animal brought into the 
City in violation of this provision. 
 
J.  Attack By An Animal. It shall be deemed an unlawful act by 
any animal owner in the event their animal inflicts or attempts to 
inflict bodily injury upon any person or other animal. The owner 



is held strictly liable for the actions of its animal whether or 
not the owner is present. This section shall not apply to an attack 
by a dog under the control of an on-duty law enforcement officer 
or to an attack upon an uninvited intruder who has entered the 
owner’s home. 
 
K. Dangerous Animal or Potentially Dangerous Animal, Designation 
Review.  In accordance with State law, beginning six (6) months 
after an animal is declared a potentially dangerous animal or 
dangerous animal; an owner may annually request that the animal 
control authority review the designation. The owner must provide 
evidence that the animal's behavior has changed due to the animal's 
age, neutering, environment, completion of obedience training that 
includes modification of aggressive behavior, or other factors. If 
the animal control authority finds sufficient evidence that the 
animal's behavior has changed, the authority may rescind 
designation or modify the conditions of an order imposing 
conditions related to a designation. The request shall be 
considered in the same manner as an appeal from designation of the 
Animal Control Officer. 
 
320.11   SUMMARY DESTRUCTION.  
 
Whenever an Animal Control Officer or police officer determines 
that any animal presents an immediate threat to the safety of any 
person, after making reasonable attempt to impound the animal, the 
officer is hereby authorized to destroy the animal in the interests 
of public safety. 
 
320.12-320.89 RESERVED 

320.90 Civil Actions. In addition to the other remedies and 
penalties provided in this chapter, city officials, after approval 
of the city council, are authorized to file appropriate civil 
actions for a temporary restraining order, temporary injunction or 
permanent injunction against any person violating this section. 
These civil remedies and penalties do not bar criminal prosecution. 

320.91 Applicability. Nothing in this chapter is intended to 
supersede state law, or the specific requirements found in 
Minnesota Chapter 347.50 to 347.56. It is the intention of the 
city to more precisely regulate dangerous animals.  

320.92 Penalty for Violation. Any person who shall violate the 
provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, with 
two exceptions: 



a. License violations shall be charged as a petty 
misdemeanor if the violator has no similar offenses in 
the preceding three months.  

b. Provisions of this chapter governing potential dangerous 
animals and dangerous animals shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor unless otherwise specified as a gross 
misdemeanor under State law. 
 

320.93 Continuing Violations. Each day on which the violation 
continues shall constitute a separate violation. 
 


