
CITY OF CIRCLE PINES, MINNESOTA 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

 
May 13, 2019 

7:00 P.M. 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2.        Roll Call 

3. Approval of Minutes – April 15, 2019  

4. Public Comments 

5. Council Report 
 
6.    COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
 

a. 2040 Comprehensive Plan (Memo)  
  
  Commission Action_________________________________ 
 
b.   ________________________________________________                         
 

 Commission Action        

 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
   
 

 



CITY OF CIRCLE PINES, MINNESOTA 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

April 15, 2019 
7:00 p.m. 

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Kula called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Also present were Commissioners Thompson, Petska, Poppinga and McChesney and
Assistant City Administrator for Public Services Peterson.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION:
McChesney moved, seconded by Petska, to approve the March 18, 2019 minutes as
presented. Motion carried 5-0.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS

There were no public comments.

5. COUNCIL REPORT

Assistant City Administrator for Public Services Peterson reported that the Council, at its
March 26 meeting, reviewed the 2040 Comprehensive Plan chapters from the March 18,
2019 Planning Commission meeting. She said those chapters were then moved forward in
the process.

6. COMMISSION BUSINESS

a. 2040 Comprehensive Plan

Assistant City Administrator for Public Services Peterson noted the two sections of
Chapter 4 included tonight are Surface Water and Water Supply, and the Sewer
section will be reviewed at the next meeting.

Peterson noted Chapter 5, Parks and Trails, is also included for review tonight.

Chapter 4 Water Resources – Surface Water and Water Supply

Peterson explained that surface water is basically storm water, or any water that falls
from the sky and flows through the city’s system. She said the plan was previously
approved by the City Council, and the city holds a storm water permit granted by the
State of Minnesota who reviews and approves the plan.
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Peterson commented that the city utilizes the plan most days using the best 
management practices and communicates the plan through newsletters. She said the 
city also follows everyday practices such as street sweeping and making sure inputs 
and outputs are clear. It was noted this chapter is put together by the city engineer. 
 
Chair Kula mentioned the former city administrator’s name is on the notification list in 
Appendix A and that will need to be changed. Peterson said that is in the Water Supply 
Plan and will be corrected. She added that the Water Supply Plan is put together by 
staff and is submitted to the DNR and Met Council for comment. 
 
Kula asked what impact, if any, will the Arden Hills project have on communities such 
as ours as that project will have a great deal of impervious surface. Peterson said she 
does not know about possible impact, but that project is downstream from Circle Pines. 
 
Commissioner McChesney asked if the demand for water is expected to decrease, 
according to the report. Peterson said yes, it may decrease. McChesney asked if the 
water conservation efforts by the city are done electively. Peterson said they are, in 
addition to the tiered water consumption.  
 
Chapter 4, page 22 of Water Resources references a “volume debit” with Rice Creek 
Watershed District. Kula asked if that refers to the city not using as much water. 
Peterson said that formula relates to surface water area when a city builds and the 
formula that has since changed is currently in flux.  
 
Commissioner Thompson asked if there are plans to reuse the surface water runoff. 
Peterson reported the city has a reuse system in Baldwin Park and uses it to water the 
ball fields. She noted there is another reuse system off Stardust Boulevard and the 
iron-enhanced sand filter project off Lake Drive is a way to take phosphorus out of 
water before it goes into Golden Lake. 
 
Kula commented the city does a good job of notifying citizens of the need to keep lawn 
debris out of city streets. Peterson mentioned there is a Boy Scout group that will be 
doing a project to stencil the storm water inlets to also help with awareness.  
 
Kula asked if there are any known sites in the city that are a threat to the water table. 
Peterson responded none that the city is aware of. She said anything that has been 
buried in the past has been documented and contained. 
 
It was noted there is one private well and two private septic systems in the city, both on 
County Road J. 
 
Kula asked if the unknown funding sources for future plans could come from State Aid 
or is it the city’s General Fund. Peterson said generally, the city applies for grants or 
partnerships.  
 
Kula noted the Wellhead Protection and Sourcewater Protection Plans on page 51 are 
identified as “in process” and asked if staff or engineers are working on those. 
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Peterson said a city engineer was working on the Wellhead Protection Plan that is now 
completed as is the Sourcewater Protection Plan. 
 
Kula asked if the ongoing restriction every year is the odd/even sprinkling ban. 
Peterson said it is. Kula asked if there is much violation. Peterson said there is not a lot 
of violation, just more that residents need to be informed of their set time to water. 
 
Chapter 5 Parks and Trails 

 
Assistant City Administrator for Public Services Peterson gave an overview of the 
chapter. She mentioned the plan basically identifies what is currently in the system, 
including trails, condition of parks and structures and projected needs over 10 to 20 
years. She said there is also a capital improvement plan related to playgrounds and 
trails.  
 
Commissioner McChesney asked if the playground equipment fund is different than the 
General Fund. Peterson replied the General Fund contributes around $20,000 per year 
toward the playground equipment fund so the money for equipment is there when 
needed.  
 
Commissioner Poppinga asked if the canoe launch at the end of East Golden Lake 
Road is bundled with Golden Lake Park. Peterson responded that it is a separate 
piece. 
 
Kula asked if the parks are all designed to remain in existence and remain improved as 
the plan is identifying or is the plan a wish list. Peterson said it’s a wish list, or a guide 
for the city into the future.  
 
Kula complimented the Park Board and city staff for their efforts on presenting this 
chapter. 
 
Commissioner Thompson asked if the piece of land between Stardust Boulevard and 
the back of Carl Eck Park will remain free of development. Peterson said there is a 
reuse system underground at that location that takes water out of the system, treats it, 
and puts it back into the creek. She added that previous Park Board discussions 
determined the area was not large enough for park expansion.   

 
7.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
MOTION: Poppinga moved, seconded by Petska, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried 
5-0. 
 

   The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

             
       Chair        Clerk 
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