
CITY OF CIRCLE PINES, MINNESOTA 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

 
April 15, 2019 

7:00 P.M. 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2.        Roll Call 

3. Approval of Minutes – March 18, 2019  

4. Public Comments 

5. Council Report 
 
6.    COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
 

a. 2040 Comprehensive Plan (Memo)  
  
  Commission Action_________________________________ 
 
b.                            
 

 Commission Action        

 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
   
 

 



CITY OF CIRCLE PINES, MINNESOTA 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

March 18, 2019 
7:00 p.m. 

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Kula called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Also present were Commissioners Thompson, Petska, Poppinga and McChesney and
Assistant City Administrator for Public Services Peterson.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION:
Petska moved, seconded by Poppinga, to approve the April 16, 2018 minutes as
presented. Motion carried 5-0.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS

There were no public comments.

5. COUNCIL REPORT

Assistant City Administrator for Public Services Peterson reported that the Council
approved the Anoka County Library site plan, as recommended by the Planning
Commission.

6. COMMISSION BUSINESS

a. 2040 Comprehensive Plan

Assistant City Administrator for Public Services Peterson commented that every 10
years the Metropolitan Council asks communities to do a Comprehensive Plan. The
plan is presented to the commission for review in sections, as it is a large document.
Chapters 1, 3, 6 and 8 are the first for review by the Planning Commission.

Peterson said there will be additional sections for Planning Commission review and by
June 1, the plan will be sent to neighboring communities and local jurisdictions for their
review and comments. After a six-month review period, the commission will make
suggested changes, if necessary, and then submit the plan to the council for approval.

Chapter 1 Community Overview

There were no comments on this chapter.
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Chapter 3 Transportation 
 
Peterson noted that city engineers put this chapter together. She gave a summary of 
the contents of the chapter. 
 
Chair Kula commented that he has observed an increase in traffic in the Indian Hills 
area of Circle Pines. He noted according to projections, County Road J will not be 
sufficient to handle traffic congestion in that area and asked what the Planning 
Commission and City Council can do, as it is a “shared” road with half in Ramsey 
County and half in Anoka County. Peterson said she could find out what plans are for 
Ash Street that would help alleviate traffic problems.  
 
Kula suggested the middle section of County Road J could possibly be used for turn 
lanes to make it safer.  
 
Commission members noted there has been an increase in housing developments in 
Lino Lakes that contributes to traffic on County Road J. 
 
Thompson asked if there is a traffic change plan for the intersection of Lake Drive and 
Lexington Avenue due to the apartment complex currently being built in Lexington. 
Peterson said she is not sure. 
 
Kula commented that there is a proposal for a road from Robin Hood Lane running 
south to County Road J. Peterson explained this has to do with the amount of roadway 
necessary for State Aid funding and is an effort to add to the amount of roads that 
provide access into and out of the city. 
 
Petska asked if the Planning Commission would address proposed trails and 
pedestrian facilities at a later date. Peterson said most of those trails are currently 
there and are already in a pedestrian facility plan that the commission has already 
done. She added that improvements to some of the trails are proposed as funding 
becomes available. 
 
Kula expressed appreciation to city staff and WSB for the amount of detail put into 
gathering the information for this review. 
 
Chapter 6 Housing 
 
Assistant City Administrator for Public Services Peterson gave an overview of the 
chapter. 
 
Petska noted that Option X is highlighted on page 9. Peterson said that is something 
that will need to be addressed in how to accomplish affordable housing. Petska asked 
how the affordable housing could be addressed if there is no room in the city to build. 
Peterson said it has been used as a guideline. 
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McChesney asked if there is a city or state program to assist with addressing homes in 
an area that remain in disrepair. Peterson said the city does look internally first and 
then would go to experts to get advice on moving forward, but there are no plans for 
redevelopment in the next 10 years.  
 
Commission members discussed the rental market in the Circle Pines area. Chair Kula 
asked where the data comes from. Peterson said it is from the Metropolitan Council.  
 
Chapter 8 Resilience 
 
Assistant City Administrator for Public Services Peterson commented that this is a 
statement we are required to make regarding solar energy and energy efficiency.  
 
It was noted a draft of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan would need to be ready by June 
1. 
 
Thompson mentioned the elementary school grades on page 3 are incorrect. Peterson 
said she will make that change.  
 
Kula asked how the joint services works with police and fire coverage when you have a 
city that is several miles away. Peterson explained there are fire stations in Circle Pines 
and Centerville that cover the areas. She said Centerville also has a police department 
office and each officer has their own zone.  
 
Kula asked if there are other opportunities that aren’t currently being utilized that might 
become available for sharing of services. Peterson said there are always opportunities 
and it would be nice to share GIS services or have a building inspector who would also 
be a zoning monitor for violations.  
 
Thompson asked if there is an update on the Down Under Bar. Peterson said the 
owners have hired a demolition company and demolition was to take place over a 
week ago but the demolition company was busy with snow removal and is now having 
equipment issues so hopefully demolition will take place this week. Peterson added it is 
anticipated that the owners will submit an application for construction of another 
building on the site in the future. 

 
7.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
MOTION: Thompson moved, seconded by Petska, to adjourn the meeting. Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 

   The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 
 
 
 

             
       Chair        Clerk 



200 Civic Heights Circle
Circle Pines, MN 55014
Office: (763) 784-5898
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE:  

RE: 

Planning Commission Members 

Chandra Peterson 

April 9, 2019 

2040 Comprehensive Plan Chapters 

As promised, I have enclosed a portion of Chapter 4, Water Resources, Surface Water and Water 
Supply and Chapter 5 Parks and Trails. 

The Water Resource Chapter includes Waste Water, Surface Water and Water Supply sections. The 
Surface Water section is a plan that was approved by the City Council and the city has been utilizing 
the implements of the plan for storm water. The water supply section of the plan has been approved 
by the Utility Commission and Council. Staff is working with the DNR and Met Council on finishing 
some of the minor details of the plan. What you see in your packet should be the finial look of the 
plan. 

The Parks and Trails Chapter was reviewed by the Park Board at their last meeting and comments 
and changes from the board were implemented in the chapter.  

I look forward to questions and comments you may have. 
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