
CITY OF CIRCLE PINES, MINNESOTA 
REGULAR PARK BOARD MEETING 

 
Tuesday, April 2, 2019 

6:30 P.M. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1.  Call to Order 
 
2.  Roll Call 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes 
 
4.  Public Comments 
 
5.  Park Board Member Comments 

6.  Park Board Business 
 

a.   2040 Comprehensive Plan Chapter 5 Parks and Trails (Memo) 
 
 Park Board Action_______________________________________ 

 
    b.   City Hall Park Playground Designs (Memo) 
 

 Park Board Action______________________________________ 
  
    c.    ______________________________________________________ 

 
  Park Board Action_______________________________________ 
 
7.  Adjournment 
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CITY OF CIRCLE PINES, MINNESOTA 
REGULAR PARK BOARD MEETING 

March 5, 2019 

Minutes 

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Caron called the regular meeting of the Circle Pines Park Board to order at
6:30 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Leichtle, Tart, Zorzin, Dolieslager, and Caron were present. Assistant City
Administrator for Public Services Peterson was present representing staff.

3. APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 5, 2019 MINUTES

MOTION: Tart moved to approve the minutes as presented. Seconded by
Dolieslager, motion carried 4-0.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS

There were no public comments.

5. PARK BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

Cair Caron thanked Chad Erichsrud for his many years of service to the Park Board.
She added that he was a great resource for the board.

Caron also introduced and welcomed new member Mark Leichtle.

6. PARK BOARD BUSINESS

a. Eagle Scout Project Proposal Aspen Park

Boy Scout Layton Hermeyer from Troop 906 spoke about a project he is working
on as an Eagle Scout project. He said the project involves adding and replacing
signs and adding a bench in Aspen Park. He mentioned that in the process, there
are two dead trees that need to be removed and trimming of brushy areas near
the signs.

Tart asked how the platform pad for the park bench would be constructed.
Hermeyer said he proposes a concrete slab. Tart asked who would be providing
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the signs. Hermeyer said he would be raising money for the signs, but the vendor 
would be determined by the Park Board. 
 
Zorzin asked how the two dead trees would be removed and who would do it. 
Hermeyer said they would be cut down before the bench is installed. He said the 
trees would be taken all the way down and there would be adult supervision. 
 
Chair Caron encouraged Hermeyer to grind or remove the stumps so there is 
clear passage to the bench. Assistant City Administrator for Public Services 
Peterson commented that the parks superintendent can also work with Hermeyer 
to get the stumps removed. 
 
Dolieslager expressed concern about placement of the “Welcome to Aspen Park” 
sign. She said if the the “No Motor Vehicles” part of the sign is moved lower, it 
may not be visible in deep snow or leaves. She commented that a sign 
prohibiting motor vehicles should be at eye level.  
 
Zorzin asked if the welcome sign could be extended over the map area. 
 
Caron asked if the post for replacing the “No Motor Vehicles” sign at Sherwood 
Court would be placed in concrete. Hermeyer said the plan is to replace only the 
sign and not the post. 
 
Caron asked if Hermeyer has communicated with property owners at the end of 
the trail.  Hermeyer said not yet. Caron suggested he let the owners know his 
plans and what signage will be on the park side. It was noted that city staff will 
help with placement of signs. 
 
Tart reminded Hermeyer to notify Gopher State One Call before digging is done. 
 
Dolieslager requested poured cement, rather than pavers, be placed at the base 
of the bench as it is easier to maintain. It was noted the cement should be three 
inches deep. Dolieslager further commented she is impressed with work done so 
far and this is a great project.  
 
Caron asked when work would begin. Hermeyer responded late spring or early 
summer.  
 
MOTION: Caron moved to approve the Eagle Scout project as presented with 
changes as noted. Seconded by Tart, motion carried 5-0. 

 
      b.  Centennial Baseball League Park User Application Inner & Baldwin 
 

Assistant City Administrator for Public Services Peterson mentioned the request 
is for Centennial Baseball League to use Inner and Baldwin Parks April through 
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July with the same time setup as last year. She added that the league helps with 
the field during the season and staff recommends approval of the application.  
 
MOTION: Dolieslager moved, seconded by Zorzin, to approve the Park User 
Application for Centennial Baseball League for Inner and Baldwin Parks for April 
1 through July 31, 2019. Motion carried 5-0. 

 
7.   ADJOURN TO WORK SESSION  
 

Chair Caron noted the purpose of the work session is to review designs for the City 
Hall playground.  
 

Review City Hall Park Playground Designs 
 
7:40 p.m.  Mike Dorsey, Northland Recreation-Little Tykes 
8:00 p.m.  Mike Basich, St. Croix Recreation-Burke 
8:40 p.m.  Harlan Lehman, MN Wisc Playground-Game Time 
 
MOTION: Zorzin moved to adjourn to work session at 6:40 p.m. Seconded by 
Dolieslager, motion carried 5-0. 

 
 
 
 
____________________________        _________________________________ 
Clerk      Chair 
 



200 Civic Heights Circle
Circle Pines, MN 55014
Office: (763) 784-5898
TDD: 9724 (763) 784-  City of

C PIRCLE INES Fax: (763) 785-2859
www.circle-pines.mn.us

Printed on Recycled Paper  

TO: Park Board Members 

FROM:  Chanda Peterson 

DATE: March 27, 2019 

RE: Parks & Trails Chapter of the Comprehensive Plan 

The City is required by the Metropolitan Council to update the city’s Comprehensive Plan every 10 years. 
Included in this memo is the Park and Trail Chapter of the plan for your review. The plan is an overview of the 
system. The city of Circle Pines is a fully built out community and does not plan on adding additional parks but 
plans to update the current facilities in the parks and trails system.  

I look forward to your questions and comments. 

No action is required by the Park Board.  
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Chapter 5:  Parks & Trails 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
 
City of Circle Pines Park and Trail System 
The City of Circle Pines anticipates very little population growth in the next 10-20 years 
and because of the high number of parks located in the city already, the city plans on 
focusing on updating and maintaining the existing parks and trails in the city. The Circle 
Pines Parks and Trails Map contained in this chapter illustrates the number of parks in the 
city and the connections to the regional system.   
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The Parks & Trails Plan includes the following information: 
 

1. Park Classifications 
2. Park Inventory 
3. Park & Trail Goals 
4. Park Plans 

a. Carl Eck Park 
b. Inner Park 
c. Center Park 
d. Baldwin 
e. Heritage Commons 
f. City Hall Park 
g. Indian Hill Park 
h. Golden Lake Park 
i. Aspen Park 
j. Pheasant Run 
k. North Star 
l. Tamarack 
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1. Park Classifications 
 
Neighborhood Park- remains the basic unit of the park system and serves as the 
recreational and social focus of the neighborhood. Focus is on informal active and 
passive recreation. 
       
Community Park- Serve broader purpose than neighborhood parks. Focus is on meeting 
community-based recreational needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open 
spaces. 
 
Natural- Lands set aside for preservation of significant natural resources, remnant 
landscapes, open spaces, and visual aesthetics/buffering. 
 
Youth Athletic- Contains programmed athletic fields and associated facilities.                         
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2. Park Inventory  
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3. Park and Trail Goals  
To provide city residents with parks and natural areas for recreational uses, to encourage 
outdoor play and as visual/physical diversions from the hard surfacing of urban 
development, and as a means to maintain the character, ambience, appearance, and 
history of the community. 
 
Policy Statements 
Parks, natural resource areas, and related recreation facilities may be acquired and 
developed by Circle Pines in accordance with the plan for the purpose of shaping 
community development and establishing an image of balance between urbanization, 
parks, trail corridors, and natural areas. 
 
Acquisition of specific parcels of land for park uses shall generally be based on the 
quality of the land and natural resources, its suitability for the desired uses, and its 
location as defined in the plan (or accepted alternative). Undesirable land parcels with 
limited park and resource value will generally not be accepted. 
 
The City shall reserve the right to acquire land within all development areas for park and 
trail purposes. This includes land acquired through dedication and land acquired through 
direct purchase by the City. 
 
Park development standards shall be based on the principle of providing and maintaining 
quality parks and facilities. The principles of universal access/barrier-free design shall 
generally be applied to all parks and trails. 
 
A reasonable and ongoing effort shall be made to eliminate all physical barriers that deter 
individuals from using existing or future parks and recreations facilities. Barrier-free 
design shall generally be applied to all parks and trails. 
 
Design and maintenance procedures shall be consistent with accepted industry standards 
and be clearly defined and adopted. Design and maintenance of all parks and recreation 
facilities shall emphasize high quality, user safety, and cost accountability. 
 
The Park Board and staff shall review and comment on all planned development matters 
that impact park land and trail corridor dedication, acquisition, and development. 
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4. Park Plans 
 
Carl Eck Park 
Classification: Youth Athletic 
Location: 2 Fire Bard Road (Fire Barn Road and West Road)  
Approximate Size: 15.7 acres 
 
Existing Site Features 
1. (2) Little League fields with dugouts 
2. Concession/restroom building 
3. Children’s play area with playground equipment 
4. Access drive 
5. Warm-up area/general use space 
6. Parking area/Parking Lot  
7. Wooded area along drainage ditch 
8. Bridge across drainage ditch 
9. Batting cage 
10. Open space with scattered trees 
 
Existing Conditions/Characteristics 
The existing Little League fields are in good shape. The building is an aging structure but 
was built of durable materials. Improvements continue to be made around the playing 
fields. Concrete walks have also been added in recent years. 
 
Basis for Park Need 
As defined by the user groups, the demand for youth sports facilities is already high and 
continuing to grow. The existing fields are heavily programmed during the season of use, 
which runs from spring through mid-August. Carl Eck Park will continue to play a major 
role in providing much needed youth athletic facilities within community. The concession 
building/restrooms are aging and is heavily used. Updating or replacement will be needed 
in the next 10 years. 
 
Interrelationship with Other Parks 
Carl Eck is viewed as a youth athletic complex that services the needs of the larger 
community. 
 
Other development items include improving the: 
Site aesthetics (landscaping, opening up vegetation along ditch, etc.) 
 
Inner Park 
Park Classification: Youth athletic 
Location: 6 A Inner Drive (Inner Drive and Duen Way) 
Approximate Size: 6 acres 
 
Existing Site Features 
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1. Youth Baseball Field 
2. Concessions/restroom building 
3. Hockey rink 
4. Basketball Court 
5. Pickleball Courts 
6. Children’s play area with play equipment 
7. Parking area 
8. Open play space 
9. Access trail (from Center Park) 
10. Access trail (from neighborhood) 
11.  Small Pavilion 
 
Existing Conditions/Characteristics 
The existing ballfield is in good shape. The hockey rink/basketball/pickleball surface was 
built in 2016 and is in good shape. The building is aging but built of durable materials. 
Improvements have been made around the building (walks and paving) and within the 
park (picnic tables and benches). The play equipment is new and appears to meet current 
standards. The parking lot is paved. Site landscaping is limited. 
 
Basis for Park Need 
Inner Park serves an important function by providing: 
• Open space within a developed residential area 
• Facilities for youth actives 
• Facilities for neighborhood use 
 
The existing athletic facilities are heavily programmed during the season of use. These 
facilities, along with the others listed, also provide for neighborhood needs. The mix of 
facilities in conjunction with its location will continue to make this park a valuable 
component of the park system. 
 
Interrelationship with Other Parks 
Inner Park should be viewed as one component of an interrelated system of parks that 
service community needs, as well as offering limited community-wide athletic needs. Its 
primary use focus is active recreation. 
 
Development Program 
Since much of the available space has already been developed, future development 
should concentrate on enhancing what is already there and improving the aesthetic 
quality of the park.  
 
Center Park 
Park Classification: Neighborhood Park (with active recreation and social focus) 
Location: Center Road and Crossway Drive 
Approximate Size: 7.25 acres 
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Existing Site Features 
1. Playground Structure 
2. Internal trail system (hard surfaced) 
3. General Use Turf Area 
4. Residential properties surrounding park 
5. Trail access point from neighborhood 
6. Picnic shelter 
7. Baseball/Kickball Backstop 
 
Existing Conditions/Characteristics 
Beyond the play equipment, the park offers a picnic shelter. Although the site is relatively 
level, the grade is often uneven and therefore difficult to use for even informal games. 
The landscaping is limited with little overall design character. 
 
Basis for Park Need 
The location of Center Park makes it of vital importance to servicing neighborhood 
needs. This park has the potential to provide: 
• Neighborhood recreation facilities focused on non-structured individual and family 

activities 
• A social center for neighborhood gatherings 
• Open space for informal group play (with limited use for organized or programmed 

activities) 
 
Interrelationship with Other Parks 
Center Park should be viewed as the central focus of the interrelated system of parks that 
service community needs. Its primary function will be to service the neighborhood level 
recreation needs and the local social gatherings of the area. 
 
Development Program 
One or more of the following facilities/amenities would be appropriate for the future 
development of Center Park (in no particular order): 
• Enhance landscaping 
• Hardcourt area (basketball and hard surface outdoor games) 
• Lawn games area and volleyball court (grass or sand) 
• General amenities (benches, picnic tables, grills, bike rack, drinking fountain, etc.) 
 
Baldwin Park 
Park Classification: Youth athletic/neighborhood park 
Location: Baldwin Drive and Keith Road 
Approximate Size: 28.4 acres 
 
Existing Site Features 
1. Baseball field (275’) 
2. Concessions/restroom building 
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3. Hockey rink with lights  
4. Children’s play area with play equipment 
5. Access drive 
6. Parking area 
7. Wetland 
8. Lowland forested communities 
9. Upland hardwoods 
10. Community Gardens 
11. Paved trails 
 
Existing Conditions/Characteristics 
The existing baseball field is in good shape. The building is a older structure and built of 
durable materials. Improvements continue to be made in the park, namely a new play 
structure and pavement around the building. The extensive wetlands provide an 
opportunity for natural resource preservation and passive recreation (although they 
preclude the development of additional active recreation facilities). 
 
Basis for Park need 
As defined by the user groups, the demand for youth sports facilities is already high and 
continuing to grow. The existing field is heavily programmed for Centennial Baseball use 
during the season, which runs from spring through mid-August. The hockey rink, skating 
area, play equipment and building serve both the adjacent neighborhood and general park 
users. The surrounding wetlands provide open space. The paved trails in the park connect 
the neighborhood and park users to the Anoka County Trail System providing miles of 
hard surface trails.  
 
Interrelationship with Other Parks 
Given its unique setting and past development, Baldwin Park serves a cross-section of 
community needs that cannot be categorized under only one classification. Although the 
primary land uses are already set, ample opportunity exists to improve the park’s function 
within the park system. Since the park services are in the eastern half of the interrelated 
park system every effort should be made to maximize its potential.  
 
Development Program 
One or more of the following facilities/amenities would be appropriate for future 
development in Baldwin Park: 
• Picnic areas with shelter 
• Improved site aesthetics 
 
Heritage Commons 
Park Classification: Neighborhood Park 
Location: Village Parkway 
Approximate Size: Less than 1 acre 
 
Existing Site Features 
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1. Pavilion  
2. Clock Tower 
3. Obelisk 
4. Benches 
5. History Walk 
6. Mayor’s Walk 
7. Labyrinth 
8. Pier 

 
Existing Condition/Characteristic 
Heritage Commons was built in the early 2000’s. Most of the elements in the park are in 
good condition.  
 
Basis for Park Need 
Heritage Commons provides a community gathering space in a multifamily/business 
area. The park was built in the early 2000’s and is beginning to show its age. Items of 
need 
 
• Vegetation management program 
• Enhanced landscaping 
• Trail restoration 
 
Other development items include improving the site aesthetics such as the landscape. 
 
Interrelationship with Other Parks 
Heritage Commons role is to provide a historical connection to the community as well as 
a gathering place for residents in the service area. 
 
 

 
City Hall Park 
Park Classification: Community Park 
Location: Civic Heights Circle 
Approximate Size 14 acres 
 
Existing Site Features 
1. City Hall  
2. Area Food Shelf 
3. Library 
4. Post Office 
5. Community Garden 
6. Parking 
7. Entrance circle with ornamental garden feature 
8. Drainage pond 
9. Sidewalks 
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10. Playground structure 
11. Integrated trail system 
 
Existing Conditions/Characteristics 
City Hall, other municipal buildings, and associated parking/drives consume much of the 
available site. The drainage pond serves as a storm water control basin, but offers 
ornamental possibilities. With the exception of the community vegetable garden, most of 
the remainder of the site is covered with turf grasses. Some high quality mature trees add 
to the overall appeal of the site. The ornamental character of the turn-around in front of 
the building begins to establish an ornamental character for the site which could be 
carried throughout more of the site. 
 
Basis for Park Need 
The park serves primarily as a community park that provides an outdoor space to 
compliment and enhance the current civic buildings. It also serves an important 
neighborhood park function for the west-central portion of this area. Adding ornamental 
landscape elements will also add to the general appearance of the central civic feature of 
the community. 
 
Interrelationship with Other Parks 
As a community park City Hall Park provides an outdoor space that aids in creating a 
positive community image and character. As a neighborhood park, it functions in 
conjunction with Baldwin Park to service the neighborhood-level recreation needs of this 
area. It also offsets the neighborhood park amenities removed from Tamarack Park. 
 
Development Program 
The development program focuses on two primary components: 
• Fostering the “city center” concept by enhancing the outdoor spaces surrounding the 

existing buildings 
• Providing recreation amenities to service the needs of the surrounding neighborhood 
 
Some of the facilities/amenities that are in the plan for the future development of City 
Hall Park: 
• Enhanced landscaping 
• A small gathering space with the picnic shelter/structure for small community groups 

and neighborhood gatherings 
• General amenities 
• New play structure 
• Asphalt trail 
 
Indian Hills Park 
Park Classification: Neighborhood Park 
Location: Indian Hills Drive 
Approximate Size: 5.4 acres 
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Existing Conditions/ Characteristics 
The playground equipment is in good condition. The turf areas are in fair conditions. 
Natural vegetation surrounds the developed area. A gravel trail provides access to the 
park and to the regional trail system (which connects the park with other parks in the 
area).  
 
Basis for Park Need 
Indian Hills Park services the neighborhood park needs in an area of the community not 
readily serviced by other parks. It also provides access from the neighborhood to the 
regional trail system that runs through the Rice Creek Regional Park Preserve. 
 
Interrelationship with Other Parks 
The primary role of Indian Hills Park is to provide neighborhood level recreation 
facilities for this fairly isolated area. It functions in conjunction with Golden Lake School 
and Golden Lake Park to ensure that neighborhood level recreation needs are meet. 
 
Development Program 
In addition to the existing facilities, one or more of the following facilities/amenities 
would be appropriate for the future development of Indian Hills Park: 
• Vegetation management program 
• Enhanced landscaping 
• Lawn games 
• Sitting areas/overlooks 
• General amenities  
 
Golden Lake Park 
Park Classification: Community Park 
Location: West Golden Lake Road 
Approximate Size: 6.8 acres 
 
Existing Site Features 
1. Parking lot 
2. Canoe/boat landing 
3. Picnic area  
4. 2 Pavilions  
5. 2 Playground structures 
6. Water play structure 
7. Swimming/beach area 
8. Fishing dock 
9. Tennis court 
10. Sand volleyball 
11. Half-court basketball  
12. Concession building with restrooms 
13. Wooded area 
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14. Fitness Station 
15. Trails and sidewalks   
 
Existing Conditions/Characteristics 
The park is in good condition and was renovated in 2001.  
 
Basis for Park Need 

• Additional programming in the park. 
• Outdoor shower 
• Additional amenities 
• Enhanced landscape 

 
Interrelationship with Other Parks 
As a community park Golden Lake Park serves the broader community by providing 
important special use facilities. At the neighborhood level, the park works in conjunction 
with the other parks in this area to provide a full pallet of recreational opportunities for 
nearby residents. 
 
Aspen Park 
Park Classification: Natural resource area 
Location: West Golden Lake Road 
Approximate size: 19.4 acres 
 
Existing Site Features 
1. Lowland/wetland area 
2. Internal trail system 
3. Upland woodlot 
4. Trail connection to neighborhood 
 
Existing Conditions/Characteristics 
Aspen Park is largely a natural resource area with past development limited to a trail 
corridor that links the park with the surrounding neighborhood and park system. The 
existing woodlot exhibits some nice mature hardwoods. Unfortunately, invasive 
undergrowth in the woodlot plus elimination of the natural revitalization process (wild 
fires) is resulting in less diverse ecological systems which threatens the long-term vitality 
of this natural resource area. Immediate vegetation management is needed to forestall any 
deterioration. 
 
Basis for Park Need 
Aspen Park provides needed open space as well as a natural resource amenity that 
enhances the overall character of the city. This park has the potential to provide: 
Natural observation and interpretive area 
A trail corridor that links the park developed areas with parks and nature areas 
Aesthetic amenity that softens the hardscape features of the developed city. 
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Interrelationship with Other Parks 
Aspen Park’s primary role is to preserve the historic natural resources of the city and 
provide a park trail corridor and a setting for nature interpretation. 
 
Development Program 
One or more of the following facilities/amenities would be appropriate for the future 
development of Aspen Park 
• Natural resources management program 
• Improved trail system that links the park with other parks and development areas 
• Nature interpretive program 
• Sitting areas, which could include small deck overlooks 
 
Pheasant Run Park 
Park Classification: Greenway with natural resource component 
Location: Canterbury Road 
Approximate Size: 11.0 acres 
 
Existing Site Features 
1. Lowland/wetland area 
2. Internal trail system  
3. Upland woodlot  
4. Trail connection to neighborhood 
5. Trail connection to Golden Lake School and regional park 
 
Existing Conditions/Characteristics 
The park is a greenway with a trail corridor that links the park with the surrounding 
neighborhood and park system. The existing woodlot exhibits some nice mature 
hardwoods. Unfortunately, as with the other parks, invasive undergrowth in the woodlot 
plus elimination of natural revitalization process is resulting in less diverse ecological 
systems which threatens the long-term vitality of this natural resource area. Vegetation 
management is needed to forestall any further deterioration. 
 
Basis for Park Need 
Pheasant Run Park provides a greenway open space and natural resource amenity that 
enhances the overall character of the city. This park has the potential to provide: 
Nature observation and interpretive area 
A trail corridor that links the park developed areas with parks and nature areas 
Aesthetic amenity that softens the hardscape features of a developed city. 
 
Interrelationship with Other Parks 
Pheasant Run Park is considered a greenway because its primary function is to provide a 
park trail corridor. It also preserves the historic natural resources of the city and provides 
a setting for nature interpretation. It also offers some opportunity for community 
vegetable gardens. 
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Development Program 
One or more of the following facilities/amenities would be appropriate for the future 
development of Aspen Park: 
• Natural resources management program 
• Improved trail system that links the park with other parks and development areas 
• Sitting areas, which include small deck overlooks 
• General amenities 
• Community vegetable garden 
 
 
North Star Park 
Park Classification: Neighborhood Park 
Location: North Star Lane and North Road 
Approximate Size: 4.2 acres 
 
Existing Site Features 
1. Internal trail system (hard surface) 
2. Woodlot (with extensive undergrowth) 
 
Existing Conditions/Characteristics 
 
Basis for Park Need 
North Star Park provides much needed open space in a densely populated residential area.  
This park has the potential to provide: 
• Ornamental and natural vegetation 
 
Interrelationship with Other Parks 
North Star Park primary role is to augment the amenities provided in Center Park. 
Whereas Center Park is a more active space and social gathering area, North Star would 
be more passive in character and offer the neighborhood a quiet, less active park area. 
The trail system provides a route to school. 
 
Development Program 
Vegetation management program and enhanced landscaping 
 
 
 
Tamarack Park 
Park Classifications: Natural resource area 
Location: Oak Ridge Trail and Oak Road 
Approximate Size: 17.8 acres 
 
Existing Site Features 
1. Internal trail system  
2. Woodlot (with extensive undergrowth) 
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3. Wetland/watershed 
 
Existing Conditions/Characteristics 
The park is largely a wooded/wetland natural resource area. Although the existing 
woodlot exhibits some nice mature hardwoods and transitional forests, excessive invasive 
undergrowth is threatening the long-term vitality of the natural resources in this park.  
 
Basis for Park Need 
Tamarack Park provides open space in a populated residential area as well as natural 
resource amenity that makes the city an appealing place to live. 
This park has the potential to provide: 
• Nature observation and interpretive area 
• A trail corridor that links the park with developed areas and other parks 
• Aesthetic amenity that softens the hardscape features of developed city 
 
Interrelationship with Other Parks 
Tamarack Park’s primary role is to preserve the historic natural resources of the city and 
provide a park trail corridor and setting for nature interpretations. 
 
Development Program 
Implement a natural resource management program to preserve the site’s natural 
vegetation.  
 
One or more of the following facilities/amenities would be appropriate for the future 
development of Tamarack Park: 
• Natural resources management program 
• Nature interpretive program (signage, observation points) 
• Sitting areas 
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Capital Improvement Plan 
Description Funding Source Amount Year 
Baldwin 
Playground 

Playground Equipment Fund $80,000 2025 

Indian Hills 
Playground 

Playground Equipment Fund $65,000 2027 

Golden Lake 
EVO 
Playground 
Equipment 
#2 

Playground Equipment Fund $75,000 2025 

Aspen Park 
Trail 
Improvement
s/Broardwalk 

General Fund $80,000 2025 

Golden Lake 
Fishing Pier 

General Fund $75,000 2026 

Tamarack 
Park Trail 
Improvement
s 

General Fund $80,000 2027 

Carl Eck 
Building/Rest
rooms 

General Fund $75,000 2030 

Pavilion in 
City Hall 
Park 

Unfunded/Donations $100,000 2030 

Center Park 
Playground 

Playground Equipment Fund $80,000 2032 

Carl Eck 
Park 
Playground 

Playground Equipment Fund $40,000 2033 

Golden Lake 
Exercise 
Equipment 

Playground Equipment Fund $15,000 2033 

Golden Lake 
Playground 
Equipment 
Burke#1 & 
Water Play 

Playground Equipment Fund $100,000 2034 

City Hall 
Playground 

Playground Equipment Fund $100,00 2039 
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Equipment 
 
 
Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Regional Park Reserve 
 
Circle Pines is in the fortunate position to be bisected by Rice Creek Chain of Lakes 
Regional Park Reserve, an exceptional regional park amenity that traverses almost the 
entire eastern municipal boundary. This park has the potential to provide residents with 
the multitude of recreational opportunities not otherwise available within the city. The 
park serves as a major natural resource area and recreational amenity to the community 
and plays a significant role within the city’s overall park and trail system plan. 

The 5,500-acre Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve is one of the largest in the 
seven-county metropolitan area and contains some of the most significant native wildlife 
habitat and water resources in the regional area. 

The park offers a wide variety of amenities, including the Wargo Nature Center, 
Chomonix Golf Course, Rice Creek Campground, and Centerville Lake Beach. Other 
amenities include picnic areas, boat launch facilities, biking and hiking trails, 
playgrounds and a fishing pier. A unique partnership with the YMCA Day Camp 
Heritage offers another day camp opportunity for the community. 

The Anoka County Parks Department is in the process of exploring the addition of single-
track mountain bike trails to Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve. While still in the 
planning phase, the proposed trail system would be a total of roughly 7-9 miles of single-
track trails in 5 separate nodes within the park. The project would be completed in two 
phases over the course of a few years. Check out the map of the proposed trails. 

The city acknowledges the Council approved master plan boundaries of regional parks, 
park reserves, and special recreation features by guiding the properties with the land use 
of “park”. 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ymcamn.org/camps/day_camp_heritage
https://www.ymcamn.org/camps/day_camp_heritage
https://www.anokacounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/21084


200 Civic Heights Circle
Circle Pines, MN 55014
Office: (763) 784-5898
TDD: 9724 (763) 784-  City of

C PIRCLE INES Fax: (763) 785-2859
www.circle-pines.mn.us

Printed on Recycled Paper  

TO: Park Board Members 

FROM:  Chandra Peterson 

DATE:  March 27, 2019 

RE:  City Hall Park Playground 

Below is the information that was accumulated related to the Park Board questions at your last meeting. 

Burke (St. Croix) 
They have included the removal and disposal as part of their costs. They also have a 4 week order to delivery 
cycle and may even be able to install May or June. 

Little Tykes (Northland Recreation) 
I have They have included the removal and disposal as part of their costs. Middle of May would be install 
timeframe. Large 5-12 play structure is $36,654 
Smaller 2-5 play structure is $16,822.55 
Tractor $11,000 

Game Time (MN Wisc) 
The designs does not include the removal and disposal. The install date would be well into the summer 
months. 

Agenda Item 6b

chandra.peterson
Pencil
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