April 20, 2009

Dear Resident,

As someone who likely uses the stretch of 87" Avenue south of the golf course, you are well
aware of the deteriorating condition of that street. City Engineers have long listed this stretch of
road as a top priority for needing replacement, and with the current economic environment,
construction costs are more competitive than ever making this a good time to do the project.
Based on this situation, the City Council decided last week to go ahead this summer with
reconstructing 87™ Avenue from Lexington Avenue to just before the Marian Court intersection.
Below are some key elements regarding this project:

¢ No homeowners will be assessed for this project. Rather, the costs for this project
are being paid out of an existing city-wide street fund account.

e The city received tremendously competitive bids with costs 16% lower than the
engineers estimates. Saving taxpayer money in the long-term drove the council to go
ahead and fix the road this summer while construction companies are hungry for work
and prices are low, rather than waiting another year or two and likely facing higher
prices.

e The road will be closed during the construction period (estimated at this time to be
June and July), and traffic will be rerouted to Flowerfield. We clearly understand that
this is a significant inconvenience for the residents in the vicinity, but closing the road
during construction gets the work done quicker and saves substantial money.

¢ We will be holding a public open house in May that will have a timeline and more
specifics, and you will receive an invitation to that meeting. We will also put information
on the city web site as it becomes available, providing resources for the residents to
stay informed of the project and to share your ideas or concerns.

The City Council and staff certainly appreciate that street reconstruction is a major
undertaking. However we also feel it is important for the city to maintain our infrastructure in a
professionally prioritized, cost-effective manner. Please do not hesitate to contact City Hall at
763-784-5898 if you have any questions, and please come to the public open house in May to
learn more (we will also send you a letter summarizing the meeting highlights and projected
timeline).

Sincerely,

Mayor Dave Bartholomay



